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Abstract

The study deals with social motivations of Jevasfigration from Hungary and
immigration of Jewish groups to the United Stategarticular to New York City.
Emigration of Jewish groups from Hungary begarhan1870s and by1914 some 12% of
Hungarian Jews had left, the vast majority settimblew York City. The article focuses on
institutions of self-support, primarily with referee to the sick and benevolent societies and
fraternal organizations of Hungarian Jews, anatytie role of these organizations in
achieving social integration and in the developnaérihe threefold identity of Hungarian
Jewish immigrants in an American urban environnaeming the first half of the 20th century.
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Nineteenth Century Jewish Emigration: Re-examitinay‘Golden Age for Jews”

By the beginning of the second decade of the kstucy an estimated 100,000
Hungarian Jews, approximately12% of the Jewish [atjom of Hungary had left the country,
the vast majority settling in the United Statds.spite of their overall high numbers as well
as the significant proportion of Jews among Huragaemigrants their story is one of the less
studied aspects of either American or HungariatohisAbsence of serious research no
doubt stems from the widely held view that the 1@thtury was a “Golden Age” for Jews in
Hungary? This view is based on the fact that Hungary, intst to its neighbors, was a
tolerant country where the liberal political el#epported legal emancipation and social
integration of Jewish groups. This tolerant att@uindd both ideological and practical
reasons.From an ideological perspective, Jewish emandipatias an integral part of the

'R. PerlmanBridging Three Worlds: Hungarian-Jewish America8€8-1914 Amherst
1991, pp. 114-117., 245.; A. Kovadszsidosag térfoglalasa MagyarorszagBudapest
1922, p. 15.

2 Hungarian Jews have tended to idealize the 19ttune specifically the Austro-Hungarian
Dual Monarchy (1867-1918) as a Golden Age. Fronptrspective of the anti-Jewish
legislation of the 1930s and the Holocaust, thé t@ntury does give the impression of
having been a peaceful and pleasant period. TivesligGolden Age” is often used in
commemorational writing about victims of the Holast For a bibliography on this subject
see: N. Katzburdrejezetek az ujkori zsid6 torténelefhblagyarorszagonBudapest 1999,
pp. 201-225.

3A. Prepuk, “A zsidéemancipécié a reformkorbafdrténeti Tanulmanyokol. 3 (1994) pp.
15-35.



Hungarian understanding of liberalism, accordingvkich all members of society are equally
entitled to civil rights. As for practical reasomsHungary the bourgeois middle-class was
very weak; therefore political leaders concerneaualthe modernization of the country hoped
to harness the financial acumen, commercial expegiand diligent attitudes of the Jews in
order to provide for Hungary a middle class whiohlld contribute to advancement of the
country. Another aspect of acceptance of Jews ash@es of the Hungarian nation was the
need to increase the number of Hungarians as aiap of the population. In the 19th
century Hungary was a multi-ethnic state, howeMemngarians did not constitute the

majority of the population. Therefore, the Hungarpolitical elite sought to increase the
ratio of Hungarians to other ethnic groups in ppgrencouraging the integration of Jews into
the Hungarian nation. Thus, out of necessity, thadarian political elite supported the
assimilation of the Jewish groups, the majoritywvbbom responded by learning the Hungarian
language, becoming loyal citizens of the Hunganation state and identifying with
Hungarian culture. It was this positive attitudeleg Hungarian political elite that led to the
Jewish middle-class playing a key role in the depelent of modern industry, commerce and
banking in Hungary. Hungarian Jews formed a sigaift portion of the petty bourgeoisie,
participating in the country’s urbanization and tridouting greatly to modern culture and
intellectual trend$.

However in contrast to this positive narrativerreatly a more nuanced picture of this
era has begun to emerge. In Hungary, with the étliecsocialist regime, it became possible
for historians to engage in free discussions ofislevesues. During the socialist period, the
subject had been taboo since according to offid@dlogy under socialism all social
problems, as well as ethnic and religious conflictsluding the so-called Jewish question
had been resolved. However since the 1990s a pefimtensive research began on the issue,
and currently we know more about the process alsasehe conflicts of the acculturation and
integration of the Jewish peopléiopefully, research into Jewish emigration frommigary

can add nuance to the somewhat simplistic narrafige“Jewish Golden Age.”

* L. GondaA zsidésag Magyarorszagon 1526-19B8dapest 1997; M. Silber (edJpws in
the Hungarian Economy 1760-194kgrusalem 1992.

°0On Hungarian anti-Semitism in the 1880s see mitstwhcal analysis: Gy. KOVErA
tiszaeszlari drdma. Tarsadalomtorténeti latoszo@eldapest 2011.
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Jewish emigration from Europe to the United St&ems integral part of the issue of
American immigratiorf. In the 19th century the vast majority of Europdaws lived in
Russia, the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy and Germtmgygfore the massive emigration of
Jewish groups was part of the East Central andHEasipean migration process starting in
the last third of the 19th centufBetween 1860 and 1920 about 22 million people eateg
from the European continent and settled in theadh8tates. Some 10% of this influx was
made up of Central and East European Jewsnodest number of Jews had begun to leave
Europe after the failed revolutions of 1848 whepextations of emancipation were not
fulfilled. ® Emigration started in earnest in the 1880s withrtbe of anti-SemitisnThe
Russian pogroms from the early 1880s triggered ssragodus of Russian Jews; by 1914
about 2 million Jews, or 40% of the total Jewispbudation of Russia had left, the vast

majority settling in the United State¥’ Similar mass departures took place from Ruméhia,

® Regarding general stages, different regions obeijoined the process of emigration at
various times. The idea of emigration gained acreq# at first in Western Europe and then
in Central and Eastern Europe with the spreadefriiustrial revolution. Great Britain and
the North-Atlantic coast commenced the process ftwrl7th century, followed by
Scandinavia and Germany from the second thirdefil#th century. The main flow of
emigration from East Central and East Europe stdrtem the middle of the 19th century and
reached its peak by the turn of the century lagtimg World War I. M. HansenThe Atlantic
Migration 1607-1860. History of the Continuing &=tient of the United Stat€Sambridge,
MA 1940.; P. TaylorThe Distant Magnet, European Emigration to the A.S.ondon 1971,
pp. 103., 178-179.; J. Bodndihie Transplanted: A History of Immigrants in Urbamerica,
Bloomington 1985.

"The Jewish population of Russia in 1900 stood E8&401, or 4% of the total population.
M. Stanislawski, “Russia”, in G. Hundert (edlje YIVO Encyclopedia of Jews in Eastern
Europe,New Haven-London 2008. vol. 2, p. 1611.; In the thardHungarian Monarchy in
Galicia 811 371 (11,1%), in Hungary 830 000 (4,9%)Bohemia 92 746 (1,45%), in
Moravia 41 158 (1,57%), in Lower-Austria 157 278(B%), in Bukovina 102 919 (12,9%).
H. Kieval, The Making of Czech Jewry. National Conflict anidév&ociety in Bohemia 1870-
1918,New York-Oxford 1988, p. 13.; W. McCaggsidésag a Habsburg Birodalomban
1670-1918Budapest 1992, p. 132., 135.; A. Kovakgsidosag térfoglaldsa .p, 11.; R.
Wistrich, Socialism and the Jews. The Dilemmas of AssimilaticGermany and Austia-
Hungary,London-Toronto 1982op. 178-179.; In Germany 586 833 (1,04%) Jews lined
1900. P. PulzeiThe Rise of Political Antisemitism in Germany angtAa, New York-
London-Sydney 1964, p. 9.

8 A. Ruppin,Sociologie der JuderBerlin 1930, Band 1, p. 138.

°L. Goldhammer, “Jewish Emigration from Austria-Hangin 1848-49"YIVO Annualyol. 9
(1954) pp. 332-362.

°A. Ruppin,Sociologie der Juden.Band 1, pp. 135-143., 157.; S. Joselghyish
Immigration to the United States from 1881-1946w York 1914, p. 93.
Kissman,JoseptThe Immigration of Rumanian Jews up to 19%¥0O Annualyol. 2-3
(1947-1948) pp. 160-179.



and almost 300,000 people or 12% of the total Jepgpulation emigrated from the Austro-
Hungarian Monarchy?

Regarding their motivations, the changing politcanate in European societies
contributed to increased Jewish emigration. Thé &8ntury was a time of legal
emancipation and social integration for Europeawyeln most countries Jews attained
equal civil rights. The Jewish middle-class madgomeontributions to the development of
modern industry, commerce and banking and alsacgsated in modern intellectual and
cultural trends. However the inclusive tendenciggeral nationalism underwent a
transformation by the last third of the century.Bemgin with, economic recessions starting in
the early 1870s reinforced conservative and exwhisi aspects of nationalism in various
European countries. A new form of anti-Semitismgcatbed political anti-Semitism emerged
in Central Europe and anti-Semitic political pastieere founded in Germany, Austria and
Hungary calling for limitations to Jewish emancipatand the presence of Jews in modern
society™® Anti-Semitism was extremely strong in Russia andhBnia, the only two countries
that did not grant Jews equal rights during thé T@ntury. In Russia, the pogroms, placing
Jews in physical danger, became a principal reBsanassive Jewish emigration at the turn

of the century?

Although researchers have at their disposal statief arrivals and departures at
European and American ports as well as censuseiguirhost and European countries, data
collection was not coordinated with the result tlvatcannot ascertain the precise number of
Jewish immigrants. Consulting US census data Idfaegious methodological problems. This
is because while US census data contained infoomath skin color and race, no questions
were asked regarding religious affiliation. Whitemigrants were required to state their
mother tongue for the first time in 1910. This imh@tion was of some help, however, while
English and Celtic covered more than one groupeopfes (the English, the Irish, the Scotch,
and the Welsh), Yiddish was reported as the mdtregue of only some Jews, others being

classified as speakers of Polish, Russian, Gerkhamngarian, etc. In particular, it is probable

12 A Ruppin,Sociologie der Juden.Band 1, p. 157.

13p. PulzerThe Rise of Political Antisemitism in Germany antéa...; Gy. Kévér,A
tiszaeszlari drama.;.). KubinszkyPolitikai antiszemitizmus Magyarorszagon 1875-1890
Budapest 1976.; R. Fisch&mntwicklungstufen des Antisemitismus in Ungarn 1BJ89,
Munchen 1988.

M. Aronson, “Geographical and Socioeconomic Factorthe 1881 Anti-Jewish Pogroms
in Russia,”’Russian Reviewol.39(1980)January, ppl8-31.
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that a large portion of the persons reported irD1&2Russian native speakers were in reality
Jews™ The following table shows only the Yiddish speakpopulation according to their
country of origin and does not show the whole Jewispulation, estimated at about 3.2

million at that time'®

Foreign Yiddish Population in the USA, 1920
(Mother Tongue by Country of Origin)

Russia 1,591,116
Austria 276,609
Rumania 54,372
Hungary 32,734
Germany 13,470
Turkey 2,542

England 2,445
Total 2,043,613

SourcefFourteenth Census of the United States Taken in the 824, 1
Volume II: Population 1920, General Report and AnaiftiTables,
Washington 1922, p. 977.

Jewish Immigrants in New York City

From the very beginning New York City became thestmmportant destination as
Jews there had played a major role in the creatidhe city’s multi-ethnic society since the
late 19th century. Therefore the topic is a fawostibject of American urban historians as
well as scholars of Jewish Studies. An abundant®olks and papers are available on
American Jewish history, especially since the 19W@&n Jewish history became a legitimate
social science topic in the United States. The wafkSteven M. Cohen, Deborah Dash
Moore, Lucy Dawidowicz, Nathan Glazer, Calvin Galdsider among others analyze the
multifaceted pattern of Jewish integration andtthasformation of Jewish identity in
Americal’ On the process of immigration the works of JohdBw, on Jewish immigration

®Fourteenth Census of the United States Taken iiY éae 1920Volume II: Population 1920,
General Report and Analytical Tables, Washingto2219. 967., 974.

'°A. Ruppin, The Jews in the Modern Worldondon 1934, p. 52.

173, CohenAmerican Modernity and Jewish Identityew York-London 1983.; N. Glazer,
and D. MoynihanBeyond the Melting PoGambridge, MA 1970.; C. Goldscheid&he
Transformation of the Jew€hicago 1984. D. Moore (edBast European Jews in Two
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Samuel Joseph, David Berger, Thomas Kessner, RBbdrhan and Leo Goldhammer
deserve mentioff With regard to New York, Hutchinson Hapgood anatyhow Russian

Jewish immigrants recreated their social and calltife in the city*

In New York City the arrival of the first Jewisimimigrants coincided with the
transformation of the city into a metropoffimmediately following the Civil War when the
city started to expand as a result of the politcxaisolidation of the 1860s. By the turn of the
century New York’s development outpaced that oftalEuropean and American
counterparts; the city became national leaderdunstry, banking and finance. It was thanks
to the growth of industry in New York that the cityas able to absorb a continuous flow of

internal migrants as well as immigrants, amongsthésh, Italians, Russians and J&Ws.

By the 1920s almost half of the Jewish populatibthe United States resided in New
York City.?? (See table below.) The number of Jews soared ghaut the beginning of the
20th century, reaching 1.8 million by 1926. Yiddsgbeaking Jews as well as others
combined accounted for 45% of the total Jewish fadjmun of the United States and 29.8% of
the city's populatioR® However the American immigration laws of 1921 48@4 by limiting
new immigration to 3 and 2% of the total populatiespectively, served as a benchmark for
Jewish immigration as welf. Serious consequences of these limitations carbe felt

starting in the 1930s, when beginning with the-detvish laws in Central Europe and later

Worlds: Studies from the YIVO Annugljanston 1989. D. Mooré&t Home in America:
Second Generation New York JeiNsw York 1983.

18). BodnarThe Transplanted...D. Berger,The Legacy of Jewish Immigration: 1881 and its
Impact,New York 1983.; L. Goldhammer, “Jewish Emigratfoom Austria-Hungary in
1848-49”, S. Josepldewish Immigration to the United States, from 1881910,New York
1914. T. Kessneil he Golden Door: Italian and Jewish Immigrant Mdgiin New YorkCity
1880-1915New York 1977.

19H. HapgoodThe Spirit of the Ghetf€Cambridge, MA 1967.

20T, BenderThe Unfinished City: New York and the Metropolitdea, New York 2002.; E.
Lampart, “The New York Metropolis in Transformatiodistory and Prospect. A Study in
Historical Particularity,” in H. Evers (ed.J,he Future of the MetropoliBerlin-New York
1986, pp. 40-90.

'D. HammackPower and Society: Greater New York at the TurthefCenturyNew York
1987.

*’Fourteenth Census of the United States Taken ilvéae 1920Volume II: Population 1920,
General Report and Analytical Tables, Washingto?22]®. 1009., 1011.

23A. Ruppin,Sociologie der Juden.Band 1, pp. 116-117.

24 3. Jenks, and W. Lauckhelmmigration ProblemA Study of American Immigration
Conditions and Needdlew York-London 1926, pp. 448-450.
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during the Holocaust, these laws prevented Europeass from escaping persecution and

annihilation.
Foreign Yiddish-Speaking Population
New York City, 1920
Total number |Ratio of white

population
New York City 946,319 22%
Brooklyn 391,267 25%
Manhattan 377,945 21%
Bronx 166,416 28%
Queens 10,142 3,2%
Richmond br. 1,369 1.8%

SourcefFourteenth Census of the United States Taken in the @240, 1
Volume II: Population 1920, General Report and AnabftiTables,
Washington 1922, p. 1009., 1011.

The social and cultural integration of the immigrdewish groups was determined by
the fact that New York became representative afiettliversity, national tolerance and
modern, liberal, cosmopolitan culture. The citygamed these values even after World War |I.
Since the American Revolution New York had expergghmore or less uninterrupted
development, and after World War | it consolidaitsgosition as the metropolis of a greatly
enhanced international power. The city maintainédexal commitment and the city's leaders
became major voices of American internationalismtii® 1930s, political and cultural
values of New York helped to counter the provinbiatklash of the 1920s, and the city

became the main voice of New Deal liberalfSm.

>Between 1934 and 1945 Fiorello LaGuardia was maf/blew York. He came from an
immigrant family, his father was an Italian Catleadind his mother came from a Jewish
family that had resided in Trieste. LaGuardia wasted thanks to the combined support of
New York’s Italian and the Jewish voters. On costetice of the Irish, Italian and Jewish
groups see: R. Bayddeighbors in Conflict. The Irish, Germans, Jews] &alians of New
York City 1929-1941Baltimore-London 1978; On change of political leatg among these
groups see: D. Hammack, “Political Participationd &unicipal Policy: New York City:
1870-1940,” in T. Bender, and C. Schorske (e@ujlapest and New York: Studies in
Metropolitan Transformation, 1870-1938ew York 1994, pp. 55-80.
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The atmosphere of the city became a defining faotthe Jewish process of
Americanization, which was less transformative cared to European social and cultural
integration®® In the European constitutional nation statesitieral elites demanded national
integration of the Jewish groups, encouraging theguistic and cultural assimilation, and
the modernization of religious traditions. As auleshe urban Jewish middle-classes stopped
speaking Yiddish, abandoned many traditional custand became representatives of
modernity and national identity. By way of contrBigw York maintained ethnic diversity
and tolerance, making it possible for immigrantpreserve their traditional religious traits.
The city allowed Jewish groups to maintain theuedse religious and ethnic identities as well.
After 1890 German Jews came to be rapidly outnuetbby the East European Jews, who
were Yiddish-speaking, generally poorer and lessvakated. Although the second generation
modified its religious and ethnic heritage, thenp@nent flow of new immigrants was a
source of strength for traditional Judaism. Howetiervarious generations met different
challenges. The first generation of American Jexgated largely segregated communities
and because of their limited economic skills arsboeces banded together in immigrant
residential enclaves. The second generation calleladvantage of increasing opportunities
to adapt to American social and political life, astdadily became a part of the city’s
bourgeois middle-class life. They modified theiigi®us and ethnic heritage, established
community centers, philanthropic and social welsaervices, as well as several fraternal
organizations. In the 1920s and 1930s, the Amededrsynagogues had new functions; not
only did they maintain worship services, but thispaponsored adult education classes,
junior congregations, Hebrew schools and hosted@mfiamily celebrations.

Different challenges and patterns of social integrawere reflected in the spatial
division of the Jewish populatidh.New York was marked by patterns of geographical
segregation by class and ethnicity. There wereiahags ethnic settlements such as the Lower

East Side in the vicinity of East Broadway, whdre dewish elite lived a middle-class life in

2°5. CohenAmerican Modernity ;.D. Moore, At Home in America;.N. Glazer, and D.
Moynihan,Beyond the Melting PoGambridge, MA 1970.

2’ D. Moore, “Class and Ethnicity in the CreatiorN&w York City Neighbourhoods: 1900-
19307, in T. Bender, and C. Schorske (edBudapest and New Yorkpp, 139-160.; G.
Gurock,When Harlem Was Jewish: 1870-19B@w York 1979.



a sea of impoverished immigrant Jews. By the 1920wgever, the residential patterns of
Jews showed signs of convergence. WilliamsburgrooByn and the Lower East Side
continued to host new immigrants and poorer Eastaropean Jews, while the majority of
the Jewish upper middle-class lived in the Grandd@arse in the Bronx, in the Upper East

Side and around Park and Fifth Avenues.

Regarding political affiliation in New York, etloity rather than class or ideology
shaped the political identity of voting groups,rethpolitical identity and competition being a
positive measure of democratic politics. Americemdcracy afforded opportunities for the
Jews to define themselves as an ethnic and retigiooup. Like the Irish, Jews too played an
important role in New York City’s politics; the Jesh voters traditionally tended to support
politically liberal policies?®

Hungarian Jewish Emigration to the United States

The above-mentioned changes can be observed amorgaHan-Jewish immigrants
as well. However compared to the experiences aratbwish immigrant groups, those of
Hungarian Jews has received relatively less atteritom historians of immigration either in
the United States or in Hungary. To be exact, Huagalewish immigration has been dealt
with by just one historian, Robert Perinfddewish emigration from Hungary began after the
revolution of 1848 as a consequence of the disdhment following that year’s failed
revolution which had been expected to result inakgghts for Jews. Although there was no
mass exodus of Jews from Hungary in contrast tsigwd Rumania, among the Hungarian
emigrants the numbers began to increase from th@sl&ccording to Perlman’s estimation
10% to 12% of the Jewish population of Hungary,uld®0,000 people emigrated between
1880 and 1910, and about 98% of them settled ittited Stated® Similar data were
obtained by the Hungarian statistician, Alajos Kass&according to whom 103,000 Hungarian
Jews left the country between 1870 and 1910.

In economic and social motivations Jewish emigratiannot be separated from

general trends of non-Jewish emigration that hadest in the early 1870s peaking after the

28R. Bayor,Neighbors in Conflict...

29 R. PerlmanBridging Three Worlds...

%0 bid. pp. 114-117., 245.

31 A. Kovacs A zsid6sag térfoglalasa .p, 15.
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turn of the century? According to Julianna Puskéas's account, betwe&0 48d 1914 about
1,815,000 immigrants arrived in the USA from Hungdwowever as a significant ratio
subsequently chose to return home, the final nurcdr@e to between 1.2 and 1.3 million, or
between 6% and 7% of the total populatid@omparing Jewish and non-Jewish migration, it
would appear that Jews participated more activeBnnigration, their ratio reaching between
10% and 12% of the total Jewish population, a a®rably higher percentage than that of
non-Jews. Jewish emigrants accounted for aboutdfQ%n-Jewish emigrants although the

proportion of Jews in the entire population wasiamh5%>*

Comparison of total and Jewish emigrants, 1870-1914

Hungary 13.7 — 18.2 million 1.2 million 6-7%
Jews 542,000-909,500 100,000-113,000 10-12%
(4-5% of total (9-10% of

population) total émigrés)

Not surprisingly, the majority of non-Jewish Hunga emigrants came from the most
economically backward areas: These included thiat @orthern and north-eastern counties
(Séros, Szepes, Zemplén, Abauj, Bereg, Borsod, G#istiont, Ung counties), in
Transdaubia, Veszprém county, in Transylvania, Nagktillé county, in the south, Torontal
county, in the east, Szabolcs-Szatmar county; m@taatia, Fiume and Zagreb countis.
The above counties were homes to the Slovak angeRatminorities in the north, and Serbs,
Croats and Germans in the south. The first emigramste artisans, shopkeepers and miners,
while after the turn of the century agriculturalydaborers comprised the majority, as they
could find no jobs either in Hungarian large-saabiustry or on the large agricultural

estates®

), PuskéasKivandorl6 magyarok az Egyesiilt Allamokban 188001 ®udapest 1982.; B.
Vardy, Magyarok az Ujvilagban. Az észak-amerikai magyarségdhagyd torténete,
Budapest 2000.

3 3. Puskasivandorlé magyarok..pp. 61-70.

3. Kovacs,A zsidésag térfoglalasa .p, 11.

%J. PuskasKivandorlé magyarok. pp. 98-105.

36 On social and economic background of the emignatiee: Ibid. pp. 76-81., 87-95.
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Regional Distribution of Emigration from Hungary to the USA,1899-1913

Source: S. Frisnyallagyarorszag torténeti féldrajz&udapest 1990, p. 111.

Ethnographic Map of Hungary, 1910
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Regarding the national identity of emigrants, memslof the non-Hungarian
minorities comprised the majority, while less tiware third of those choosing to leave the
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country were ethnic Hungarians (26.3%). Two-thisese comprised of Slovaks (26.8%),
Croats and Slovenes (16.6%), Germans (15%), Ruma$a9%), Serbs (2.4%), Ruthenes
(2.1%) and others (1.29%JThe above data, based on mother tongue, also itlud
themajority of the Jewish emigrants, who were thated among the Hungarian and German
speakers. Jews identified as Jewish by nationladitause of their use of either Yiddish or
Hebrew as their mother tongue, constituted abd%3f the total number of emigrarits.

The social and geographic background of the Huagaewish emigrants was similar
to those of the non-Jews. By the late 19th certtueynorthern part of the country had the
highest ratio of Jews per population. Jews livimghis area originally came from Galicia in
the late 18th century. They were mainly orthodox, lower middle-class, Bmeale
wholesalers, shopkeepers and artisans. They adteetedlitional customs and did not seek
to be integrated into the majority local societhisTarea accounted for the largest number of
Jewish emigrants. Around the turn of the centi#8% of Jewish emigrants came from rural
areas and north-eastern Hungary, while only 12.6¢inated from Budapest or other large
towns?® They were essentially a working-class and loweddis class group. In other words,
Jews who chose to leave Hungary at this time wagely poor, rural and traditional, i.e. not

integrated into Hungarian society.

373, PuskasKivandorlé magyarok.pp. 71-75.

% The Jewish emigrants claiming Yiddish as theirlmotongue could be found only among
the records in host country ports. In Hungary Jewee identified as a religious group, and
not as a nationality. This was because Hungariaess 9ere expected to consider themselves
to be Hungarian. Therefore the Hungarian censuslesad list Yiddish or Hebrew as mother
tongues, and as a result Yiddish-speakers werg@gneimped together with those who
sg)oke German.

3 Galicia was an eastern province of the Habsburgavithy, becoming a part of the empire
after the partitions of Poland (1772, 1795). A viange Jewish community lived in Galicia,
one part of which settled in the northeastern piungary in the late 18th century,
constituting the core of traditional Judaism in gary. C. Abramsky, M. Jachimczyk, and A.
Polonsky (eds.)The Jews in Poland)xford 1988; W. Pietsch, “A zsidok bevandorlasa
Galiciabol és a magyarorszagi zsidésag,” in W.sereReform és ortodoxia. A magyar
zsiddsag belépése a modern vilagBadapest 1999, pp. 18-35., 133-136.

“0R. PerlmanBridging Three Worlds, pp. 114-117., 245.
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Geographic Distribution of the Jewish Population of Hungary, 1900
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While there were many similarities between Jewisth non-Jewish emigrants the
main difference was in the number of returnees.|&\ésignificant number of non-Jewish
Hungarians went to America intending to return hafter having made some money, the
vast majority of Jews settled and remained in theédd States. Statistics for the years from
1907 to 1910 indicate that 33% of Christian emitgaaturned to Hungary, compared to 9%

of Jews*

For both Jews and non-Jews large scale migratioredo an end after World War 1.
During the1920s only about 28,000 immigrants wenentted to enter the United States as
the strict quotas set by the Johnson and Johnsed-Renigration Acts in 1921 and 1924
began to take effeéf. However Jews came to comprise a significant segaranng this
greatly diminished number of emigrants. The newugrof migrants came from a different
generation and much higher social strata; they Werthe most part intellectuals, members
of upper middle-class groups, and liberal andvafig politicians who left the country after
World War |, and later during the consolidatiortloé conservative Horthy-regime, which

would make anti-Semitism as an integral elemenffiidial ideology?® During the

“1 A. Kovacs A zsidosag térfoglalasa.p, 15.
23, PuskasKivandorlé magyarok..p.169.
BT FrankKettds kivandorlas. Budapest-Berlin-New York 1919-1®iidapest 2012.
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Depression of 1929-1933 international migratioraskrso that in the 1930s no more than
6,000 people could emigrate from Hungary to thetéthStates?

Hungarian Jews in New York City

By the turn of the century New York became the nustination of Hungarian-
Jewish immigrants. According to 1900 estimates 09%l,516 Hungarian-born immigrants
were Jewish, 20% were Catholic and 10% Protedyi1910 the number of Jews had
increased to 53,000.The Hungarian Jews followed residential patterntbér immigrant
communities, setting up their colony in the ethijcaixed Lower East Sid& In several
decades the population had begun to shift to qthes of the city, leapfrogging up the east
side of the island to Yorkville around 80th Streter the turn of the century a third center
developed in Upper Manhattan, while the majorityh&f Orthodox community settled in

Brooklyn.

Like other immigrant groups the Hungarian Jewgdaithe complex social and cultural
influence of the new environment. For the first gation Hungarian culture and language
proved to be a convenient means by which to mairdatance from German, Russian and
Polish Jews. In the first generation mixed marrsagéh German, Russian or Polish Jews
were rare. From the very beginning the HungariavsJestablished their community centers,
philanthropic and social welfare services, ancefradl organizations in such a way as to
preserve their culture. In the absence of statktieare and social insurance systems, this
type of organizations played very important roleali immigrant communities. All national
groups established societies to provide financippsrt for members when they became ill or
suffered from an accident and in case of death ¢hegd for widows and orphans and took
care of funeral cost¥.With regard to immigrant groups in general, esshiphent of
charitable societies predated the founding of direscBy 1910 Hungarian immigrant groups
maintained about 800 societies in the United St&eme 78 Hungarian associations existed

in New York City aloné?®

43, PuskasKivandorlé magyarok.p. 170.

3. RosenwaikePopulation History of New York Citgyracuse 1972, p. 123.

6 R. PerlmanBridging Three Worlds..pp. 145-148., 249.

7 On the Hungarian, Rumanian, Slovak, Polish, Czkalian and Jewish societies see J.
Bodnar,The Transplanted.pp. 120-130.

*0n societies of American-Hungarians see: G. Kehtigyyarok Amerikaban. Az amerikai
magyarsag torténet&leveland 1927, vol. 2, pp. 260-358.; J. PuskKasndorl6
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The Jewish, as well as the Hungarian-Jewish imamigrwere pioneers in the setting
up of such self-supporting organizatidfidheir activities in this field were rooted in Jswi
religious and cultural traditions that encouragapp®rt for the needy. As a result, Jewish
immigrant groups were able to rely on past expegeand to replicate in America charitable
institutions with which they were familiar in théitomelands. During my research | was able
to identify about thirty associations set up by gaman Jews in New York City that
continued to function until the middle of the 2@#ntury>° | classified these organizations
into three different types according to their fuos. The largest group consisted of sick and
benevolent societies and literary societies. Anogieup of associations represented Jews of
a single geographical region; these tended to tveded by orthodox Jews. The third type
was made up of Masonic lodges, and these becarhatadf with American Masonic lodges.

Umbrella associations coordinated the work of tiffer@nt societies.

Hungarian-Jewish Associations
in New York

. Sick and Benevolent Associations: First Hungarianraitg Society
(1889), Kossuth Ferenc Literary Sick and Benevolersiosgtion
(1904), J6kai M6r BetegsegélyeEgylet, Hebrew-Hungarian Aid
Society of Coney Island, Hadassa Bronx Hungarian BraBoonx
County Hungarian Demaocratic Club, Rising Star Sick aedd&/olent
Society, Berta Weiss Society, Rotschild Society, p&ebfi Ladies
Society, American Jewish Refugee Aid Society, Centraidhrian
Society

. Orthodox Associations: Szatmar and Vicinity Sociétgerican
Ugocsai Young Men’s Aid Society, Federation of Maransaiews of
America

. Masonic Lodges: Pannonia Lodge, Kiss Jozsef Lobigependent
Jékai Lodge, First Hungarian Independent Lodge, M#ahd odge,
Joseph Schwartzkopf Odd Fellow Lodge, Theodor Herzlgeod
Transylvania Lodge

. Umbrella associations: Association of Hungarian Jef¥smerica, The
United Hungarian Jews of America, Ladies Auxiliary ofitdwal
Hungarian Jews of America

SourceEgyleti Elet.A New York-i Magyar Egyletek Hivatakiszlonyel944. januar 29. p 1.; 1944. februar 5. p.
1.;1944. majus 27. p. 7.

magyarok...pp.120-127.161-178.223-249.B.Vassady,“Hungarian-American Mutual Aid
Associations and and their 'Offical’ NewspapersSymbiotic Relationship,Hungarian
Studies Reviewol. 19, no. 1-2 (1992) pp. 7-27.

*In 1900 Perlman found 28 Hungarian-Jewish sociétiééew York. R. PerlmarBridging
Three Worlds.. pp.250-252.

*Egyleti Elet. A New York-i Magyar Egyletek Hivagkdzlonye1944. januéar 29. p. 1.;
1944. februér 5. p. 1.; 1944. majus 27. p. 7.
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A common feature of the associations was the maarice of double or even triple
identities. The societies defined themselves aggHuan as well as Jewish, however in some
cases only lists of members’ names or other infdonaeferring to religious and cultural
customs (for example the celebration of a Jewidiul&y) identified the organization as
Jewish. In most cases the Hungarian identity wasioant, made apparent by the society’s
Hungarian name. Some chose the name of a Hungaoldical leader (Ferenc Kossuth), or
famous literary figures (Mor Jokai, Sandor dPetlozsef Kiss) or a geographical region
(Pannonia, Transylvania, Szatmar, Ugocsa, Marajarbs language of the resource
materials was mainly Hungarian until the 1930sob@ag English by the 1950s with the

maturing of a new generation.

From 1923 the Jewish societies published their aekly newspaper, thiegyleti
Elet, through which they could maintain a network afiabconnections by purchasing an ad
or column informing their own members as well dseotsocieties about their programs and
activities. Another important Hungarian newspapasWhe Humanitythe main organ of
liberal and left-wing Jewish intellectuals in NeworK, edited by Ferenc Gondor. In addition
yearbooks and summaries published on anniverdaglpsd to access the topic. In the
following paragraphs | will describe through théiaties of two sick and benevolent
societies how these Hungarian Jews tried to predéeir cultural and social heritage in the

American urban environment.
First Hungarian Literary Society

One of the first associations, tRst Hungarian Literary Societwas established in 1889.
The founders were probably ordinary individualskesg an institutional framework by which
to preserve their cultural identity. One of theseswan individual named Jozsef Cukor, whose
son, Mor Cukor would later become prominent in Néwvk in the leadership of the
Democratic Party. The society started its actigitreLower Manhattan, moving after several
decades to Yorkville in keeping with the departofr¢he majority of Hungarian Jews from

the Lower East Side to upper parts of Manhattartil the late 1930s theiterary Societyhad

L F. GondorOtven eszteniaz amerikai magyar élet szolgalatab&ew York 1939, YIVO
Archives, New York, RG 906, Addendum Box |; Z. Neankt Summary History of Our 75
Years, 1889-196MNew York1964, Ibid.; K. Schildkraujxty Years of Progress, 1889-1949,
New York 1949, Ibid.
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almost 300 active members. Official language anthiays were in Hungarian for several
decades changing to English by the end of the 1930s

I have no accurate data on the social backgro@itttetanembers, however according
to the membership list the vast majority used Jevdsily names? As Magyarization of
family names was general in Hungary by the laté t@ntury>® presumably many of them
reverted to Jewish names, indicating that thetiey could maintain their Jewish identity
more easily in the new, American social environm&he society became influential among
Hungarians in New York. The names Ferenc Gonddigredf the liberal Hungarian
newspaperThe Humanityas well as Géza Berkd who was editor-in-chieAwferikai
Magyar Népszavéhe American Hungarian People's Voice ), and [eed@rown, editor of
the weekly newspaper of the Jewish societies doalbund among the society’s list of

leading members.

TheFirst Hungarian Literary Societwas both a charitable and a literary organization.
The members established the first Hungarian libiratize United States, and published
poems of the Hungarian national poet, SandaoffPeanslated by Willam Loew. The
members read Hungarian authors, and performedptsis. The society contributed to the
foundation of a kind of cult of the national libepmlitical leader, Lajos Kossuth who went
into exile after the failed revolution of 1848. ksoth made a tour in the United States in 1851,
and became a symbol of Hungarian freedom and imilgmeee among Hungarian immigrants.
The society participated in all national eventshsas the annual commemoration of the
Hungarian Revolution of 1848; it also lent its sapfo attempts to preserve the liberal
traditions of the Hungarian policy after the colef the Austro-Hungaridvlonarchy.
During the White Terror in the aftermath of Worlday\l, in response to news describing the
persecution and killing of Jews, the organizatientselegrams of protest to both the
Hungarian government and Regent Miklos Horthy aetdup a relief committee to aid victims

of the terror.

2 Membership. RG 906, Box |

>3K. Karady, and |. KozmalNév és nemzet: csaladnév-valasztas, névpolitikeedeetiségi
eroviszonyok Magyarorszagon a feudalizmustdl a komznumsig,Budapest 2002, pp. 49-
114.
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It was the women who played a leading role ingbeety’s charity works, organizing
regular cultural evenings, Christmas parties, aaditional New Year's Eve Peasant Bafls.
The society contributed to such charity campaigntha March of Dimes to help children
crippled by polio, supported the Denver Tubercud$ospital, the United Jewish Appeal, the
Federation of Jewish Philanthropic Societies, ard sonsiderable sums to needy Hungarian
children.

This philanthropic work became stronger during aftdr World War 1l. The society
supported displaced persons seeking refuge inttiie 8f Israel, and took part in the Food for
Israel campaign in 1948. During the 1956 HungaRamolution the association sent funds to
the American Red Cross and provided financial belpoth Hungarian and Hungarian-Jewish

refugees.
Kossuth Society

Another association, theossuth Ferenc Hungarian Literary Sick and Benavle
Societywas established in 1904, and its activities catrdied until the 1930%.The
founders were admirers of Lajos Kossuth. They floeeerequested permission to use the
Kossuth name from his son, Ferenc Kossuth, a lggabiitician of the liberal opposition in
Hungary. The society started its activity in Lowdanhattan, moving later to Yorkville. The
membership developed very quickly and exceededp®@bns by 1912. However, the
introduction of immigration quotas in the early 082ut an end to further membership
growth. The association established separate sedio its various activities: literary,
charitable and sports. The group’s literary aggegiincluded setting up a library and reading
room, while charity work included support for theop, orphans, widows, and providing help

for new immigrants. The charity aspect of their kvimcreased during World War |.

The society participated in all Hungarian natioenants, such as the annual

commemoration of the anniversary of the 1848 Rdiarion March 15. In 1914 it

>*On role of the women in immigrant communities $e&amamoto, “Reorganization of
Gender Relations among East European Immigrartteitunited States: Realities and
RepresentationsNanzan Review of American Studied, 30 (2008) pp. 121-130.

>>Silver Jubilee 1904-1930. 25th Anniversary Kos$igrenc Hungarian Literary Sick and

Benevolent Associatiofd930, YIVO Archives, RG 960, Box I; E. Wisztreidbgy
negyedszazad, in Ibicp. 37-60.
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participated in sponsoring the liberal politicidihaly Karolyi’s tour of America to gain
support for the next democratic Hungarian electioming World War | the members
expressed their loyalty to the United States, pastiy Liberty Bonds. Many members served
in the military. After the war and under the Huriga conservative Horthy regime the
association supported the liberal Hungarian natitvaditions; it joined the Anti-Horthy
League founded by liberal and left-wing groups aghbimngarian Americans, which became

one of the first anti-fascist organizations in therld.

*kk

Summarizing some common features of the Hungaeansh societies, first of all
their similar social background needs to be empkedsiThey represented middle-class
groups, including both lower and upper middle-aas®gether. Beside their work in support
of their members, they helped the needy regardieszsce, religion, or membership in the
organization. Also the social connections of theidle societies seem to have been relatively
open. They had extensive relationships with nonisleWungarian societies as well as with
Jewish associations. All Jewish societies soughtdmmtain a Hungarian national and cultural
identity, establishing libraries, organizing cuilevenings and appreciating Hungarian
literature, music, and other forms of culture. Rdgay their political affiliation they
represented liberal and left-wing traditions, whitltame stronger after World War I. For the
Hungarian societies the dissolution of the Austrgaglarian Monarchy became a turning
point. With the emergence of the conservative Horégime, and the concomitant shift to the
right in Hungariarpolitics, the distance increased between the Jeavidiright-wing
Hungarian societies in America. The Jews severeid tonnections with the non-Jewish
societies and began to reach out to Jewish asmmsaf heir former aloofness to German and
Russian Jews disappeared in a short time. In dedeecades Hungarian Jews came to be
integrated into the American Jewish population, pachdoxically, because of their social and
cultural isolation, it was the Hungarian orthodoxi dassidic Jews who continued to use the

Hungarian language and maintain a Hungarian culideatity.

The successful integration of the Hungarian Jeamsot be separated from a defining
aspect of American Jewish integration. Althougiimerican censuses Jews were
categorized as white, in a social and cultural s¢hsy were regarded as colored until the
middle of the 20th century. It took a long time fbe Jews to become “whitened.” Their
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integration into white society was realized pathiginks to their cultural achievements, which
took on forms very different from patterns in EueojVhile in Europe the educated Jewish
middle-class played a very important role in higlture, in the United States their
contribution to popular culture proved to be farresignificant. It was reflected in the jazz
culture of New York at the beginning of the 20timtcey, but perhaps the best example is the
Jewish contribution to the history of Hollywood, &k Hungarian-Jewish film directors and

actors figured prominentRf

Aniko Prepuk is associate professor of historthatUniversity of Debrecen.. Her major field
of interest is modern European history; she teachedern political ideologies, economic
and social modernization, development of moderionsgf history of totalitarian systems and
international relations. Her research subject isdem Hungarian Jewish history. She wrote
a comparative study of the modern history of Cdratral East European Jews in the 19th and
20th centuries. Her forthcoming book analyses thétion of modern Jewish group identity
in Hungary after the 1867 emancipation throughnieror of the reform Jewish press. She
has published several studies on 19th century Haagaewish modernization, and has
edited a number of books on this topic.
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