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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to discuss the activities of Dusan Todorovi¢, a professor of Russian
language at Tokyo School of Foreign Languages in the interwar period. Todorovi¢ contributed
to Russian language education in Japan and played an important role as a ‘private diplomat’ of
the new-born state, the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. Because these two countries
didn’t build their diplomatic establishments each other at that time. The paper focuses on the
period from World War I to 1940 leaving Tokyo for California. This is the first half of the paper,
tracing his activities until the middle of 1920s, such as friendship with a Czech philologist,
Alois Nykl, works as a translator for sick and wounded soldiers of the Czechoslovakia Legion
from Siberia through the Japanese Red Cross Society and his activity like a ‘private diplomat’
toward South Slav war prisoners (officers and men of the Hapsburg Empire) at Aonogahara

and Narashino camps.
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POW in Japan, World War I
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