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Abstract: Mizumura Minae’s Shishosetsu from leftight presents race and language
as an inextricably linked problem. In this neatediographical novel, the protagonist,
Minae, holds a strong sense of inferiority towaiutes Americans, which is thought to
be the other side of the same coin of her intezadlwhite worship. Minae
demonstrates an ambivalent colonial dispositicthat she feels racial oppression
toward whites while refuses to identify herselfiwibhe people of color. Minae’s
obsession toward Japanese literature can be uadéras her way to make up for her
injured pride as well as her desperate attempbnsteuct her agency as a Japanese
woman living in the United States. No matter howefit she becomes in English,
Minae holds an almost paranoid belief that shevtdegitimately recognized as an
authentic speaker of English because of her chlorae hides herself behind the
Japanese text in an attempt to liberate hersetf ttee imposed racial hierarchy. Writing
a so-called “I-novel (shishosetsu or watakushistsogein Japanese, Mizumura
successfully expands the protagonist’s persondigaments to an on-going problem
that the Japanese have neglected to face sinceetiwunter to the Western imperial
powers in the late nineteenth century. In this séssay, | will argue that the
multi-lingual style that Mizumura has adopted teate Shishosetsu from left to right is
imperative for the I-novel tradition, which vividhgpresents the protagonist’s internal
conflicts.
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ZFEAOTIZE LI RITIT LRV, EELZVWOIL, Z 2 CTHEIZR->T
WHHARANDBLSRCHEE SIIH ETH THA] OEND R EBE A2 L L
LTWAZ &, MEOEETHIFHMI SN 6, ZDR CHEFNLEE
EFINTNDLZ LIRSSV E LT, BECHEEXTHHARANZKR LT [FA
] FEEEZ T LD TH S, AAHE, HREESANS ZEBRLRISERS TH
AGEZ B L C HAGEO IO I & Bl it —E i SCOREA BEGE LT o
B8 Bz, B hLIc s <Y Z AT Twishful thinking DEES ] %> F
HNCT B EVHBENE, W) R BIE<RU/NRSOMEEEZ R LZET =D Th 5,

FHRIL T7 AV o NFEBARSC H KM OMEIBFRIE, £ L » T RIS
TR 720 TRIERS SN LTI RE LD Tho72) Lim
KT 50 TRLUOBWHRT] 7 AU BCETADRNOIE, BB THA
TRV SR LSS E QR R FENEGOMIELC, 2 E THAY b E
LHAGET TAHA)] EWIBEERR LI ENRNSTZDEN, BHDZDF
SEEIC, BEOLEHINET =220 L 512 TAAL &V SENMRO O )
LHSNHD, ZHFWEETHMIZ THEAANFL] C4AFBSNTE-EE &
BHICE D<A LR L>OITAE W) ZENTE XY, BEPDEILTHZ L
WX TEEHOBRE LTEEWRBRENT D, BE A AT e —r%2bhbd L
Lo T, FNETEELRIRDPSTZEEHD WD | NiFox 0 & Ll
A THELT IO TH D, B & DORFEEIC, LHITAKRICHAK
o T/hinaES 22 RET 5, BRI 2 H0IiRAF LT 72
ARSI —REHRNDDOE D T,

PLEATE=L912, BARNIMFERANC XD BEXRFLEORMMN T AV AN
WZEoTHMaIns Lol L EE RKEBOSGELFEER) 2587560
WIS IO LW T Y VAREVNSTE 272tV DT Th D, [F/E] 1E

[EEEHDOHARAN] Neo XD =EHOERRE L VZ LD,
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7. BEEFEOREZIIK

FEATHZE CUIE TRV DS TR A SUR Z FERIIE 3 2 5 232\, Iguchi
AtsushilZ, AKFHENEEICENEZEL-RETHDLOIC, HiEL HAEOR
RYEZRINL T Z LI Lo T, FEEEEZRO Z ENTERWVWKRGT DO HBARNZ G
ENOHR LI L A EEHT S Iguchild, WEEAFMLARAWGEELH T
HEBR U C 3k THEE & B AGEDIRASSUR 2 IR A T 2 L ISR ORI 72 8 X % 2 &
IETEHEDTHDH™, WoIEI>HFU AT T (7 AV hibe, 335, HAGE, H
AKX, BAHES R EOWNTRIZEZWLTY) ZA VTV ERXAT A UNAD
B STARER—2F 01X (RO —FELR L TERI L%,
NAT Yy RRBERTEH LEESRTHD] PLiMEL5 2T, TR/ o
FrRIPEITHAGE E B DORIEICH DD TiE/e< . HESiE., ELSiE. XFE
FELNHESENAVEL - TWEEZAICHD LM UL, E-mAH Y BAGE
LHEEORIEL (7 AV HTO TR OSEAIEN B A L HEEEOW 55 L
DT->TEY, EBELERNTIEDTERVLED THLINLEAH | BLER
FTAHENR, ZHLLLELWVEREWVWZ A5,

AREEZ T AARE L FEEORT L = & S HEHE LRV, £ SRR L
RIZT AV DR ELTABICE > TEFED, T BEWREATHD, il
RDOEEEZ ) TIOVICHETIUZ, ~ v F U U IR DDIES7-0RITH D,
T LAYNT U U HNARICEN TR/ BERGZNIZEETICHATE &
= a IR LN Z LICEEX 2K T 5, TR/ ERIEECT 2 U
TREINTEZA=v T <A VT 0 ORI, BEEENRERLRTHH 0N
2\, FTCHARLFITHIT 5 HAGE &L TFEOIRLZ ATV XX, 77 TIZ 19204F
RICRBRN—ED [HVIFAL L -5] bOTHAREL BELRE-IER %
RFEL, RWICAKEZB L, LTI —EORSNT-A T U FEmT
TR RERLFDOGTIZB N T Th S,

TRV 128 E RSB EROIERASCZERRTLICE > T, BRI E
BT LI LT, EAIE THAGE L BB L b, B3T3
L2V JIRRSHZ 1T OERLHE, BAGEICE L X, BFRBERAE WS

2 |guchi, Atsushi. “Homecoming, Exile and Bilinguatis—~Minae Mizumura’d-Novel from Left
to Right—" Journal of The Open University of Japan. 29 (2011): 65.

B KA BE, BICHEFEE ARGENL R D/ EENCERE LT, BRSO AT e
ZEEOTWDS, ZOMHICE L CER IITERG & Befmm OB B KK L 138> 728 2
EFFo TS, HEETEPNTET 7 A FOKFE~D TRRERRATRENE] 12OV T, fzik
O Thm U7z,

" H18 H

i 18-9H

O EARR TAAER TALVINGL from left to rightl Z352e] [CUWC gazette] 9 (1998): 5
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ARV IRE, SHICKFE LTOGEXH AV, 2L L S5EZEME2 o< Y
MLTWS] &L, ZRUEFEIRFICEEO [HEE LIZSHEAEFEOKMTHH 5 |
LT 508, ESICEDWBY THA I,

X LICHRFICE L CTEAIZBRENERZ L TWnb, R/l ¢ BR
HOFELEENHEAEB W TRIEINTWASZ EIZEBRB L, Z0E & LT
HAOBAZRNT TEROZDLEVEESN TV D ZTIZ, x> THAIED
HWESEELTOWAEE LD U, [ THORIAOSEL HELIEWNTE
LT, EOEDONLIFFBLTND] BLAHLTNES, Lo SV
FEEDMANTHDLT AV IEERRANLME (I35, RZid—Ho A b
W5) 1, 1990FRICA - TH HAGEDO L F A2 ELS KFIXIHRAEBEWEHEH LT
Y789

LEOBEBENGKRNPAAARGEEHGE, 2L THETOT 7 ABERZETHD
X777 T 4 INBEAPNRERLEELZEDDLILDEEZD, SEIEREE

PIRAZA LA ORGLEHWDZ LItk T, B—OFELA2HEH L= AT
SR VENRRENAH SN VR LS, SERABZAIY , STENHR
BAID DL EETFELINY, ST vr—T7RHiE b BT ETHARL, K
P AARGE - 7T U AGERBMET 2 KFNTR RS o0 REFIC AN D
LT %,

FKELICB L TEARIT S 5 —RBLBREVERIZ LT 5d, [V 1IcBnT
NA4ROHA | ﬁ%@%%ﬁk@lﬁ%ﬂﬁ\%ék%iﬁ% V= . SR s

=3 HAGE W7o TWAZ EIZERL, 208 BE, EEBLT AV ATH
%Lhé%i?»??Aykfﬁﬁb\Eﬁfffﬂﬁofbh%ﬁ(kki
E7 =V — e 7= R=72 E) 1[I F I FEZTRoTWND EHEET D, Zoft

B L CTEANIL TRAINOHEGEE LT TFfA) OHFIZA-> TEFHEITHEFETL
ﬂ*%%i‘%ﬂiﬁb\k WHZEEAY I BLBLTWD, AfeEE bBBDRFRER
T%éﬁ MY OLRNCE L TRARDZXITETME LTV, v 77 A7

CHDEHOFOREICIT, SEIERMAENEEILNTNDEY, 2D TARL
Eljy%un FLIC 72 > TV A DX, maple tree, dogwood, azalea, alyssoitifE, H A

77 [ﬁ] 8 E

® [k

O IR B oA E S TE LU,

80 1990 HID, B Y T A NA=TMT k% 4L (Watsonvill® JE0D A & A= 6,
19914E7 6 19954 F CEF I Y HOILBE THR AL BIZETHEEZ B O, VA~
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IR TWHDIE, B, NEM, T, Z7ry DA BEYT R
Fa—U T ThHbd, +ETT AV BIESTZEHTH DN, alyssum (7
U v L) Rdogwood (N AFR) [ ZT AU THOTHIZLIZONE L
723, i (maple treg <°> > Y (azalea (ZBEIThHh > 7 IZi@EW 72V, TiEAR
BIFELZTITR > TWD D0, FLETIET A U 5 D maple tree?® azalea® H A
P> P L IFHIFED L WCEEH OIS TeDEEE XD, Lo Ejl
U THT O A RX Ry L7 PARTIIR A Eif@ﬁ%% T AU BT
AERMTVWSAE D, T XD il % KT d 2 THREE Lt@tk st
bivsd, ZZTHHRE & FEHEOERERBURN O D dbi, VE%@E% %t
T A RBLENFIRTE 5,

Bz

PLE, TRVNGRD ISR DB<FL/NG> &V D D% UL 2RI L 72 2 & DN
A, TV U OBRICKRESEET LSRR AT A XL
woﬁ%féﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ@¢f U7z, <RIBS E W) BIZIZH - & HilT
wwﬂ/&/w%ﬁﬁbtk% . EHONEZ Y T IOVIZEBLT D OISR
\ZHEGE ST A Z A VDS, %ﬁ?ﬁc;‘ﬁ BRZRTE T2z Ko, Thid<fi/h
Fi>E ELSBRIZNNT U U HIVIEZE N HRITERS SR TH A 5, FERIER,
TR —DOFEE AW T=OTIIR N2 WHEIZ BN b 5 Z L ik -7,
FTBEESTEOLE TR, SOITFEE LW ERERRE AARGEEERO/NG
DI R 72K EWTIAERE DL Z EBFREETH S Z & & [F/NRI IX5EGE LT,
THEETHOT—V 2 =N INLDOEGE  ARRBOENREEERTHD
ZEERLTVWD, ZOXIITHRIRY v o VORR E B E R SEEIROIE
ik T, IERLBEAEARANER TS Z E2EHE L T ANEOMELZ Y =
VA —DME & BE ST TR I FEATZON [RVNR] THhDE vz X9,

G A/ (TAIIMA, Miho) - PG [EIBEAF K F BN XFE AR B XL
K, ez o 5 gt B HFRFE T X V00 ) 7 g /b= T KFoN— 2 L—
TH 7 27 St X k% (East Asian Languages and Cultures) & 7 = 7 #4754 Asian
Studles) &AL (doublemajor) THEZER, WEPTIHIRA FAFEE TE L5 &)

G (LFFHEL) o, BIEITEIK PR BB TR [ R T,
%ﬁ?/iﬂzkj% S S —HFE, K,

15



(3]
AFEIE 20154 2 A 10 H YL EFE R FI2 5 TR X 4172 The Second Visegrad 4
Plus Japan Student ConferenceC 44 7353 L 7= “The Role of Location in the
Construction of Identity: A Comparison between Miawra Minae'shishosetsu from
left to right and Fae Myenne NgBone” %z 3512, KA SEE EMmIZi R 2K > THE
L7otfge ) — FTh D,
(51 H3CHik]

B T & SCR—B R <BE R > U — Bl & KR SR I L B S0
D [EE ki) 56 (2001 : 1-29. Web. 201%E 3 A 11 H

BT TKFSET TRL/INGT from left to rightl Z3tde) [CUWC gazettel 9 (1998):
111-120. Web. 2015-3 A 11 H

AKFEH [RL/INGR from left to right] #riii#t: 19954F Print

T - KA [RLNGG from left to right] 3856 © SRS EEIRA LD MRME %
W< 5T e Hw#E] 91 (2006): 93-110. Web. 2015 3 H 11 H

HIEE B THome Is Where the Tongueds:) — B jft & /KK L1 O#iEE & S5E—)
7 AU HF52] 34 (2000): 87-104. Web. 2015 3 J] 11 H

Iguchi, Atsushi. “Homecoming, Exile and Bilinguatis—Minae Mizumura’d-Novel
from Left to Right—" Journal of The Open University of Japan. 29 (2011): 63-68.
Web. 11 March, 2015.

Ng, Fae MyenneBone. New York: HarperCollins, 1993. Print.

16



